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ATTENDEES: 
Attendee Representing Email 

Adib Nasir Oiltanking North America, LLC adib.nasir@oiltanking.com 
Bob Lain Moran-Gulf Shipping Agencies blain@moranshipping.com 

Robert Hawn ISS Robert.Hawn@iss-shipping.com 
Naval Aranke ESS Naval.Aranke@gmail.com 
LCDR Xochitl Castaneda U.S. Coast Guard Waterways Houston Xochitl.L..Castaneda@uscg.mil 
Bradley Bennett U.S. Coast Guard Facilities Houston Bradley.s.bennett@uscg.mil 
Kellyn Starkey U.S. Coast Guard Texas City Kellyn.a.starkey@uscg.mil 

Capt. Steven Nerheim VTS Houston steven.w.nerheim@uscg.mil 

Capt. Tom Hudson Mitsui Tom.hudson@mol-bulk.com 
Warner Welsh VTS Houston richard.w.welsh@uscg.mil 

Brittany Riordan G & H Towing Company briordan@gandhtowing.com 

Jim Andrews G & H Towing Company jandrews@gandhtowing.com 

Paul Caruselle SeaRiver Exxon-Mobil Paul.a.caruselle@exxonmobil.com 
John Salvesen Odfjell USA (Houston) Inc. john.salvesen@odfjell.com 

Tord Saele Odfjell USA (Houston) Inc. Tord.saele@odfjell.com 
Niels Lyngso WGMA nlyngso@wgma.org 

Philip Kropf Recreational Boater Rep to PCT pkropf@flash.net 

Steven Odair Intergulf Corp sodair@intergulfcorp.com 

Naval Aranke Executive Ship Management aranke@executiveship.com 

 

The Subcommittee met at WGMA offices on 23 August 2012.  The first action of the 
Subcommittee was to approve the last meeting’s minutes, which was done by voice 
vote with no discussion and no objections. 

The Subcommittee then turned to old business, first discussing the layberth issue.  
There has not been a great deal of activity from terminals to volunteer availability of 
their docks for layberths.  Drafts are a known problem (ie- docks with adequate depth 
are already being used for commerce, docks not deep enough for regular commerce 
are likewise limited in their usefulness for layberths).  The proposed solution to solve the 
availability issue is a combination expedia-craigslist electronic service where facilities 
with available berths could advertise that availability and the time-window, and 
owner/operators or agents needing a layberth could shop for what they need where they 
need it.  PortVision was identified as a company with the reach and understanding to 
solve the problem if we wanted to engage them.  It was also noted that there are other 
players in this space and that we shouldn’t make it a sole-source proposal, but state the 
problem and find out who wants to go after solving it. 

The next topic was the Anchorage Working Group, and that group’s meeting report was 
discussed.  There was quite a bit of animated discussion about the possibility of a mid-
bay anchorage, and options were considered that might include a better use of the 
Bayport cruise terminal or the “turning basin” just off from the cruise terminal.  The 
proposals for a mooring/anchoring plan would not need to be for a large area, perhaps 
just enough for one to two ships at Bayport, and perhaps one or two off Atkinson Island 
if the depth can be found.  This concept needs much more vetting with the Houston 
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Pilots, Army Corps of Engineers, Port of Houston Authority, and the Coast Guard…but if 
considered feasible, it would create an enormous advantage for shippers, particularly 
for daylight only ships and those requiring Certificate of Compliance inspections that 
cannot get them in the outer anchorages.  Philip Kropf noted that the initial report 
specified mid-bay anchorages in the area recently relieved of the plans for a mid-bay 
marsh, and stated that if the intention was to get the recreational boating community 
even more fired up, that would work.  Philip showed some possible areas on the eastern 
side that might work even better, but would require study and environmental 
assessments.  Some charts from Philip and John Salvesen are included in appendices. 

Philip Kropf followed with a report that the mid-bay marsh concept was officially 
retracted by the Port of Houston Authority, and in presentation, it was stated that it 
would “never be considered again” as such. 

Bob Lain reported on the Certificates of Compliance Inspection Working Group which is 
planning a meeting for early October.  With the departure from Sector Houston of LCDR 
John Pail, the group felt strongly that it needed to orient LCDR Chris O’Neill, his 
replacement, to the issues and progress made so far to keep the momentum going.  
Other than that, there have not been any issues to speak of recently. 

Neils Lyngso reported that the Gate List Working Group was scheduling its first meeting 
in early September and did not expect to have too much resistance to pulling together a 
statement or plan to make some progress on developing an established format for all 
gate lists and a shared set of requirements.  He has done quite a bit of background 
work to ensure the Working Group meeting can be concise and productive.   

 
New Business: There was not a great deal of new business discussed.  The two areas 
of concern, already being tracked, but highlighted by Anuj Chopra were availability of 
low sulphur fuels in the ECA, and a noted advisement that many entities in Houston and 
Galveston were looking at filing waivers for the low sulphur fuels due to lack of layberth 
or anchorage at which to onload.  Anuj stated that regulators have already stated that 
lack of anchorage is not an acceptable exception justifying a waiver – and that this will 
create issues for Houston, given its lack of available anchorages.  The other 
environmental issue dealt with dredge spoils.  The group noted that there is still an 
unacceptable lack of dialogue between dredgers, environmentalists and real estate 
entities regarding dredge spoils and that the network needs to be established and 
strengthened now, before the spoils are looking for a home. 
 
Next meeting was set for 4 October at WGMA.  After a motion to adjourn was seconded 
and approved by voice vote at 13:40, the meeting ended. 



APPENDIX A – SATELLITE PHOTOS OF ATKINSON ISLAND BARGE MOORING 

  



APPENDIX B – CONCEPTUAL OUTLINE FOR SHIP MOORING BALL ARRAY AT BAYPORT 



APPENDIX C – CONCEPTUAL OUTLINE FOR MIDBAY ANCHORAGES – EAST OF SHIP CHANNEL 

 
 

 
 
 


